
 

 

Welcome to the first ever “Jersey Sings”!  The Hunterdon Choral Alliance musical leaders can’t wait to 
share the day with you.  We hope that you will remember today for pushing your personal limits as a 
singer, regardless of whether you find yourself on stage every week or only have dreamed of singing for 
an audience.    

(1) First step, pick a “track”: a series of classes based on self-identified singing experience. 

(2) Next up, head to Cafeteria A to join us for a welcome and a simple group vocal warm up. 

(3) Then you are off to your first classes and a day of pure singing fun. 

You’ll enjoy learning a song alongside many members of our Alliance choruses.  Lunch will be served; 
which is a great opportunity to get to know your fellow singers.  We’ll cap off the day with singing the 
songs we have learned.  The full schedule of activities is included in this packet. 

The event is our way of giving back to our community.  If would like to make a donation 
in appreciation of this event, we welcome any donations to go towards our new youth 
chorus, “Allegro”.  Your donation may be tax deductible as a charitable contribution and 
can be made online or by scanning the QR code to the right: 
https://give.barbershop.org/give/319321/#!/donation/checkout  

Course Tracks 

Sessions and songs have been tailored to participants of various singing levels.  While you are free to sit 
in on sessions of your choice, it is recommended that you follow the course of sessions for a “track” that 
fits your singing experience level: Ready, Set, Sing (Beginners), Experienced (Amateurs), Masterclass 
(Pros) and Next Gen (High school youth). 

Applied Singing – Music Selections 

Ready Set Sing and Experienced track participants will learn Leonard Cohen’s “Hallelujah” in delightful 
four-part harmony with the Hunterdon Harmonizers (all voices welcome).  While the music is written 
with voice parts labeled in the barbershop style (tenor, lead, baritone, bass), these voice parts are not 
gender specific.  Sopranos and altos may be most comfortable singing the “tenor” line, which is the 
voice with the highest range in the song, or alternatively the “Lead” (second highest voice) which sings 
melody most of the time.  Each singer should choose a voice part that is comfortable for them. 

Masterclass members will sing “Pure Imagination” from “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” arranged by 
Ben Bram, the Grammy award-winning arranger for Pentatonix and a cappella groups in “Pitch, Perfect” 
“The Sing Off” and “Glee”.  They will be joined by Vocal Synergy.  (Experienced track singers can choose 
to join in this group for rehearsal sessions as an alternative to “Hallelujah” if they are more comfortable 
singing “Pure Imagination”.) 

Next Generation – “SING!”, an original a cappella anthem as performed by Pentatonix and arranged by 
Wayne Grimmer for four voices. 

North Hunterdon High School, Annandale, NJ 
Saturday, September 10, 2022 

 
 

https://give.barbershop.org/give/319321/#!/donation/checkout
https://youtu.be/Yc7-krRX8uA


  



Jersey Sings Courses 

TRACK 
(Room) 

COURSE 
(Clinician) COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Ready Set Sing 
(Auditorium) 

Singing 
Fundamentals 

(Cerillo and 
Reckenbeil) 

“I always wanted to sing but didn’t know where to start”.  We will cover: 
Why do we sing?  Going from speaking to singing.  Basics of vocal 
production.  Understanding your vocal instrument. 
 
“So now I am singer, now what?”  We will show you: how to warm up your 
voice, how to avoid common issues like tension, keeping the airway open, 
posture and breath support.  You learn the answer to the strange question: 
“What do I do with my tongue?” 
 
“So you thought you knew how to breathe”.  Learn how to comfortable 
take a bigger breath, understanding the truth about your diaphragm and 
the different types of breath that you can use for singing. 
 
A brief lesson on how to find your way through a piece of sheet music will 
also be provided and will use “Hallelujah” as the example. 

Ready Set Sing 
(Auditorium) 

Next Level 
Singing 

(Marinelli) 

We’ll cover topics like basic sight reading (solfege), some basic 
aural/listening skills, cool exercises you can do at home (“SOVTs”), how to 
best sing with others – harmonization, and if time permits, things you can 
do to expand your singing range. 

Experienced 
(Band Room) 

Essential Vocal 
Techniques 

(Ross) 

Singers will learn how to consistently apply proper breathing technique, 
maximize resonance, perfect your posture, navigate the break and hone  
tone production. There will be multiple opportunities for one-on-one voice 
experiences, as well as group discussions and group lessons, as well as 
teacher led modeling of vocal issues common to performers and directors.  

Experienced 
(Band Room) 

Mastering a New 
Song 

(Ross) 

Learning a new song on your own can be daunting.  There are many tried 
and true methods for mastering a new song.  We will cover various 
methods you can choose from depending on your musical acumen and 
available technical resources and skills. 

Experienced 
(Band Room) 

Chord Structures 
(Ross) 

When singing with others chords are on display.  Learn why your particular 
note in the chord can make a BIG difference in how the performance 
sounds.  We will explore just intonation and why some notes should be a 
little bit higher or lower than you think. 

Experienced 
(Band Room) 

Physiology of 
Singing 

(Bryson) 

Focusing deeper on the pure physics of vocal production.  From the 
articulators, to the resonators, to the relaxation of the body – you will 
learn how your physical musical instrument can be played to perfection. 

Masterclass 
(Choir Room) 

Advanced Vocal 
Techniques 
(Marinelli) 

This course is designed to broaden the singer's toolkit of healthy and 
effective vocal techniques. Students will learn mastery of physiology, 
fundamental singing mechanics, as well as a wide assortment of daily 
exercises. Following the premise that each discrete movement of the vocal 
tract produces a predictable change in sound, we will explore the 
relationship between the changes within the vocal tract and free, healthy, 
and expressive singing. 

  



TRACK 
(Room) 

COURSE 
(Clinician) COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Masterclass 
(Choir Room) 

Expert Vocal 
Production 
(Marinelli) 

How tapping into leading pedagogy such as Alexander technique and the 
International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) can take your singing to the next 
level.  Approaches will be applied to various singing types, such as classical 
choral, pop, contemporary choral and even barbershop! 

Masterclass 
(Choir Room) 

Advanced 
Harmonization 

(Ross) 

Why do some vocal ensembles sound like they are able to amplify their 
voices so the whole sound is 2-3 times the sum of the individual parts? The 
top groups are comprised of members who use harmonic analysis, 
resonance matching and other techniques to contribute more to the 
ensemble sound. 

Next 
Generation 

(Classroom 154) 

Essential Vocal 
techniques 
(Bryson & 

Goodstein) 

Singers will learn how to consistently apply proper breathing technique, 
maximize resonance, perfect your posture, navigate the break and hone 
your tone production. There will be multiple opportunities for one-on-one 
voice experiences, as well as group discussions and group lessons, as well 
as teacher led modeling of vocal issues common to performers and 
directors.  

Next 
Generation 

(Classroom 154) 

Music Matters 
(Goodstein) 

Fundamental music theory sets the stage for singing success.  Independent 
practice and study may rely on sight-reading and aural/listening skills.  In 
this session we will provide basic tools that you can use to build these 
skills. 
 
We will also explore why we sing and why being part of a choir community 
means so much to us. 

Elective 
(Classroom 154) 

Overcoming Stage 
Fright 

(Bryson & 
Goodstein) 

We all have it, but how do performers look like they aren’t nervous?  
Rid yourself of all of the fears of singing in any situation.  It is freeing to 
discover that our fears are based on flawed logic and inaccurate 
assumptions about what audiences are actually thinking. Allow yourself 
to sing and perform at higher levels like never before with this don't-
miss session! 

Elective 
(Choir Room) 

Vocal Health 
(Marinelli) 

Toss away the cough drops and honey, these are the tried and true 
methods to nursing a tired or hoarse voice back to life.  Singers have a high 
risk of developing voice disorders if it’s not produced in a healthy manner. 
This class dives into the anatomy and physiology of the vocal mechanism 
including respiration, phonation, resonation, and articulation in order to 
provide the foundation necessary for healthy singing. 

Elective 
(Band Room) 

What is 
Barbershop? 

(Ross) 

Deke Sharon’s “black belt of a cappella singing”.  Learn a brief history of 
the American vocal art form, the roles of the four voice parts and how to 
read barbershop sheet music.  The class will achieve quick success in 
overtone singing through singing “tags” – snippets of songs that are ripe 
for crushing chords and singing addiction. 

Elective 
(Auditorium) 

Vocal 
Improvisation 

(Cerillo) 

Liberating yourself from the written score with jazz-based improvisation 
and ad libbed harmonies that add depth to a song. 
 

Elective 
(153) 

Music Apps for 
Your Device 

(Christian Hunter) 

From organizing sheet music, to expertly playing learning tracks, to 
checking your tuning, there is an app for that! 
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Jersey Sings Faculty 

 

Kenneth Bryson currently serves as a Director of Choral Activities in Northern 
New Jersey as well as actively maintaining his private vocal studio. 
Additionally he serves as a mentor for The Juilliard School’s Mentorship 
Program. Formerly Mr. Bryson served as a Director of Music at St. John's 
Lutheran Church in Summit, NJ. Mr. Bryson is also a published author whose 
article “Teaching a Student with Dyslexia” originally in the NATS March 
2013 Journal of Singing has received much support and attention from some 
of the industries leading experts from around the world. He is also a member 
of  The New York Singing Teachers' Association (NYSTA), National Association 
of Teachers of Singing (NATS), NAfME (National Association for Music 
Education) and ACDA (American Choral Directors Association).  In June 2010 
Mr. Bryson was selected as one of 12 young educators from across the 
United States to participate in the highly selective NATS Intern Program. In 
January 2016 Mr. Bryson's vocal studio was a featured invited performer 
with the Performing Arts Educators 10th Anniversary performance at 
Carnegie Hall in New York City.  

Mr. Bryson received his bachelor of music degree from The Cincinnati 
College-Conservatory of Music and went on to earn a master’s degree at The 
Juilliard School. He completed additional studies at the Pennsylvania 
Academy of Music. 

 Pat Cerillo has a bachelor of arts degree in music and political science from 
Lycoming College, and a law degree from the Ohio Northern University, 
Claude W. Pettit College of Law.  An accomplished vocalist, a cappella 
performer, trumpet and piano player, Cerillo’s barbershop quartets have 
performed as a guest of Les Paul, at the Iridium Jazz Club in Manhattan, at 
the Stone Pony in Asbury Park, at the Count Basie Theater in Red Bank and 
also opened for Jeremy Jordan of Broadway fame at the Union County 
Performing Arts Center.  Pat has served as part of the musical leadership of 
the Hunterdon Harmonizers for over two decades and is also an active 
performer with the Brothers in Harmony chorus in Hamilton, New Jersey and 
the ever popular Ovation Quartet. 

 

Dana Goodstein received her bachelors degree in Music Education 
with a concentration in Voice and a minor in Disabilities Studies from 
the University of Delaware. At UD, she was the assistant director and 
Vice President of Deltones a capella, directed two elementary 
musicals, and vocal coached student run productions. Dana currently 
teaches General Music, Choir, and Theatre at Lafayette School in 
Chatham, New Jersey. Dana’s love for music began at a young age 
singing “42nd Street” in a recording booth in Nashville when she was 
8 years old. Over the years, Dana’s love for music and theatre 
blossomed performing in Summit High School’s productions along with 
the Papermill Playhouse Broadway Show Choir. Since then, Dana has 
developed a love for directing and started the first ever 5th Grade 
Musical at her school. She plans to continue fostering the love for 
musical theatre in her students with a show each year. 
 
Traveling is one of Dana’s biggest passions. She has spent many 
summers with The Delaware Choral Scholars traveling to places like 
Israel, Greece, Malta, France, and Croatia singing with this esteemed 
group. She is also a member of the Gordon Institute for Music 
Learning and has her Level 1 Certification in General Music. 



  

Matthew Marinelli, a baritone and instrumentalist, is a recent graduate of 
Westminster Choir College with a Bachelor of Arts in Voice Performance. 
During his college years, he performed as both a vocalist and guitarist with 
the Westminster Choir as they toured throughout the United States, Spain, 
and China, and can be heard singing bass on their Martin Mass for Double 
Choir album. He also performed with Westminster's early music choir, 
Kantorei, as both a vocalist and mandolin player, and spent two years as 
music director of Westminster's all men's a cappella group, Soulfege. 

In addition to his time in choral ensembles, Marinelli performed 
professionally and as a student in numerous operas including as the voice of 
a lead marionette in Cimarosa's Il Matrimonio Segreto and Figaro in Mozart's 
Le Nozze Di Figaro! 

He currently teaches music lessons in piano, voice, guitar, and ukulele and 
sings professionally with several groups including the Philadelphia Symphonic 
Choir as well as the Hunterdon Harmonizers. Marinelli is well versed in many 
genres including classical, folk, bluegrass, country, blues, jazz, and rock. 

 

  

Don Reckenbeil served as the musical leader of the Hunterdon Harmonizers 
from 1998 through 2021, and has molded their unique a cappella sound and 
performance acumen.  He is a certified director with the Barbershop 
Harmony Society, and a talented and prolific arranger.  Besides being an 
excellent teacher and leader, he has also performed in several top-level 
barbershop quartets, and is active in his church music programs.  Don was 
singing collegiate a cappella decades before it went viral, with the 
Dartmouth Aires!  Don now resides in Florida and makes frequent 
appearances with the Harmonizers from time to time. 

 

  

Charlie Ross has over 30 years of directing and musical experience leading 
several church choirs and barbershop choruses. Charlie also has many years 
of theater experience playing many roles, as well as managing and technical 
experience working behind the scenes. He has performed with the Ridge 
Light Opera and is an accomplished soloist. 
 
Charlie was a founder of the Atlantic Harmony Brigade – an annual 
congregation of barbershop quartet singers who learn a challenging common 
repertoire of songs and form countless quartets in a weekend of harmonic 
bliss.  Charlie has performed at the highest levels of choral competition 
within the Barbershop Harmony Society and is an active quartet singer, 
currently singing lead with Vocal Synergy’s “Cohesion” quartet.  Charlie 
studied voice for many years under Emile Renan in New York (Metropolitan 
Opera).  Charlie is an executive with a global promotional marketing firm in 
Whitehouse Station, NJ and is an amateur astronomer. 

 

  



The Hunterdon Choral Alliance and our Choruses 

Why not consider keeping the magic of Jersey Sings going and visit one of our Hunterdon Choral Alliance 
choruses?  We are proud to offer a home for harmony for people in Hunterdon County and the 
surrounding areas.  With a well-regarded presence in the community we have no shortage of 
opportunities for you to sing for appreciative audiences year round. 

www.njchoralalliance.org 

The Hunterdon Choral Alliance is an organization of choruses supported by shared leadership and 
administrative teams.  The HCA features music in the unaccompanied, a cappella, style and is a member of 
the Barbershop Harmony Society.  Through its choruses the purpose of the Alliance is to create, promote and 
foster a cappella singing groups in the Skylands region of New Jersey. 
 
The Hunterdon Choral Alliance inspires, encourages, supports, and empowers its performing groups to thrive 
and to share our love of music with our community.   
Our organization supports the mission of the Barbershop Harmony Society to “bring people together in 
harmony and fellowship to enrich lives through singing” and its Vision, “Everyone in Harmony.” 
 

 

www.allegronj.org 

 
Allegro is the HCA’s newest chorus which will host its first rehearsal on October 17th.  This choir of high school 
aged singers is already accepting video auditions.  The group will rehearse bi-weekly on Monday nights in 
Oldwick, NJ from 7:30-9:30 pm (the same time and location as Vocal Synergy).   

Allegro Youth Choir promotes musical excellence and provides youth of all backgrounds and beliefs in Central 
New Jersey with the opportunity for artistic and personal growth through superior choral instruction, 
community outreach, and music performance.  Allegro takes pride in fostering an environment of creativity, 
open-minds, inclusivity, and care for each and every voice. 

What Makes Us Different:  We recognize that our youth lead very active lives, juggling the demands of school, 
extracurricular activities, and a social life. Adding more to their schedule is oftentimes very challenging. 
Therefore, we have designed a program that requires minimal physical commitment but maximum musical 
artistry and fulfillment. 
 

 

www.njharmonizers.org 

 
The Hunterdon Harmonizers Barbershop Chorus is an all-male a cappella singing group located in Flemington, 
New Jersey. We are active in community and private events throughout Central New Jersey. 
 
Our mission is… 

- Performing musical favorites in four-part a cappella style, 
- Engaging in community activities and events, giving back through our music,  
- Sharing our love of singing well with men of all ages who have similar interests, attracting them to 

our brotherhood of song. 
 
We are dedicated to… 

- Promoting and preserving this truly American art form known as barbershop harmony, 
- Bringing our love of harmony to a broad-based audience, inspiring them with memorable 

performance, 
- Providing education and instructional experiences in our craft. 

 

www.vocalsynergy.org 

 
Vocal Synergy is an a cappella choral ensemble with a membership of good hearted, dedicated and talented 
singers. Vocal Synergy embraces its open membership regardless of gender, race, economic status, ethnicity, 
religion or any other identifying qualities.  With a varied repertoire, the company of singers strives to be one 
of the area’s most entertaining and talented vocal groups.  
 
One goal of Vocal Synergy is to inspire and support its singers to be the best performers they can be. Vocal 
Synergy accomplishes this with a relaxed, unforced, stress free style of singing, organization and leadership. 
The group is supported by a Musical Center of Excellence which brings the best in vocal techniques and 
application to our members. 

 



Upcoming Performances and Events 

You can find our Alliance choruses throughout our community this Fall!  Great time to grab that 
Pumpkin Spiced Latte and a friend and cheer on your fellow Jersey Sings classmates! 

Date and Time Event Location 
Sun. Sept. 11, 8:30 am Hunterdon County 9/11 Remembrance 

Ceremony 
Hunterdon Harmonizer ensemble Performance 

 

Historic Hunterdon County 
Courthouse, Flemington, NJ 

Sun. Sept. 11, 3:00 pm Chabad Jewish Center of Hunterdon Dedication 
 

 

Sat. Sept. 17, Noon-5:00 pm 
(Rain date Sept. 18) 

Raritan Township Community Day 
Meet & Greet Booth 

 

Lenape Park, Flemington 

Sat. Sept. 24, 
(Rain date Sept. 25) 

Tewksbury Harvest Festival 
Vocal Synergy Performance and Meet & Greet 

Booth 
 

Christie Hoffman Farm Park, 
Tewksbury, NJ 

Mon. Sept. 26, 7:30 pm Vocal Synergy Open House Zion Lutheran Church, Christian 
Education Building, Oldwick, NJ 

 
Tues. Oct. 11, 7:30 pm Hunterdon Harmonizers Open House Flemington Presbyterian 

Church, Flemington, NJ 
 

Sun. Oct. 16, 2:45 pm Somerville Diversity Festival 
Vocal Synergy Performance 

Main and Grove Streets, 
Somerville, NJ 

 
Mon. Oct. 17, 7:30 pm Allegro Youth Chorus 

Kick off rehearsal 
 

Zion Lutheran Church, Christian 
Education Building, Oldwick, NJ 

 
Sat. Oct. 22, 10:00 am–2:00 

pm 
Grayrock and Roll Fall Festival 

Vocal Synergy Performance and Meet & Greet 
Booth 

 

Grayrock Farm Sanctuary, 
Clinton, NJ 

Fri. Nov. 25, Time TBD Dickens Days Caroling 
Strolling and caroling with all of our choruses 

 

Main Street, Clinton, NJ 
 

December 2022 The Great North Pole Cookoff! – An original 
musical comedy and Holiday Concert 

Featuring ALL of the HCA Choruses and Hunterdon 
Central High School Pit Orchestra 

 

Hunterdon Central Regional 
High School, Flemington, NJ 
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2022 Jersey Sings Attendee Registration 

Full first and last name: 
 

Preferred first name:  

Email Address: 
 

Home Address: 
 

Best phone number to reach you: 
 

What choruses, if any, do you 
currently sing with? 

 

For current high school students, 
what school do you attend? 

 

Check this box if you are under 18 years old.            
If so, please have your parent or guardian review and sign the release form for you to attend. 

Which Jersey Sings “track” are 
you planning on being a part 
of? (Circle One) 

Ready Set Sing (Beginners)  Experienced (Amateurs) 

Masterclass (Pros)  Next Generation (High School) 

 
What voice part(s) are you comfortable singing (circle all that apply)?   

 

Soprano  

High          Low 

Alto  

High          Low 

Tenor  

High          Low 

Baritone Bass  

High          Low 

 
MUSICAL EXPERIENCE (Circle all that apply):  

Collegiate Contemporary A Cappella   Collegiate Chorus Community Chorus      High School Chorus 

Other Contemporary A Cappella  Church Choir     Barbershop Chorus     Barbershop Quartet 

Band Singer (Rock/Folk…)  Music Director   Music Educator  Instrumentalist 

Other: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

How did you learn about Jersey Sings?  __________________________________________________ 

Would you like to learn more about singing with a Hunterdon Choral Alliance chorus?   YES  /  No 



Jersey Sings – Hunterdon Choral Alliance – September 10, 2022 
Consent and Permission Form and Participation Waiver 

I agree not to hold the Hunterdon County chapter (“the Hunterdon Choral Alliance”) , the Mid-Atlantic District, the Barbershop 
Harmony Society or any individual(s) associated with these entities, responsible for my welfare while traveling to this event, 
participating in this event or traveling home from this event. I agree to obey all local, city and county rules, regulations and 
ordinances, all laws and statutes of the state/commonwealth where this event will be held, and all laws and statutes of the 
United States of America, while participating in this event. Furthermore, I understand that my failure to abide by these rules 
and regulations will result in disciplinary action up to and including my immediate expulsion from this event. This may also 
result in the levying of any and all applicable local, state, city, county and/or federal penalties and/or punishments that such 
parties deem necessary. 

The Hunterdon Choral Alliance welcomes and advises attendees to wear protective face coverings during this event.  By 
participating, each attendee understands and acknowledges that singing is a high-risk activity for the spreading of COVID-19 
and other airborne viruses.  The HCA respects each attendee’s level of comfort and will provide for social distancing or other 
protective measures for an attendee upon request.  By attending this event, each participant agrees to hold the Hunterdon 
Choral Alliance and its volunteers harmless for any illness or issues related to COVID-19. 

I/We give the Hunterdon County chapter (“the Hunterdon Choral Alliance”, the Mid-Atlantic District, the Barbershop Harmony 
Society permission to print, photograph, and record me for use in audio, video, film or any other electronic, digital and printed 
media. I grant these entities the right to edit, use, and reuse said products for non-profit, documentary, and promotional 
purposes. I also herby release these entities or any individual(s) associated with these entities from all claims, demands, and 
liabilities whatsoever in connection with the above. 

Participant’s name ___________________________________________________________ 

Participant’s signature ________________________________________________________ 

Date _______________ 

(For participants under 18 years of age) 

I/We, the undersigned, accept full responsibility for my/our child’s participation in this event. I/We agree not to hold the 
Hunterdon County chapter (“the Hunterdon Choral Alliance”), the Montclair chapter, the Mid-Atlantic District, the Barbershop 
Harmony Society or any individual(s) associated with these entities, responsible for the welfare of my/our child while traveling 
to this event, participating in this event or traveling home from this event. I/We understand and agree that it is my/our 
responsibility to ensure adequate supervision for my/our child at all times during this event. 

I/We also understand that my/our child is required to obey all school, city and county rules, regulations and ordinances, all laws 
and statutes of the state where this event will be held, and all laws and statutes of the United States of America, while 
participating in this event. Furthermore, I/we understand that my/our child’s failure to abide by these rules and regulations will 
result in disciplinary action up to and including his/her immediate expulsion from this event. This may also result in the levying 
of any and all applicable school, state, city, county and/or federal penalties and/or punishments that such parties deem 
necessary. 

I/We give the Hunterdon County chapter (the “Hunterdon Choral Alliance”), the Mid-Atlantic District, the Barbershop Harmony 
Society permission to print, photograph, and record my/our child for use in audio, video, film or any other electronic, digital 
and printed media. I grant these entities the right to edit, use, and reuse said products for non-profit, documentary, and 
promotional purposes. I also herby release these entities or any individual(s) associated with these entities from all claims, 
demands, and liabilities whatsoever in connection with the above. 

Parent/Guardian’s name(s) ______________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian’s signature(s) ___________________________________________________________ 

Date  ______________ Cell Phone for Emergency Contact ________________________ 


