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‘ N 7 hile all of the shows that the Harmonizers do at the

holiday season are terrific, this year’s show appeared to
be very entertaining. The audience liked our singing, the general
theme of the show, and the flow. The story line was easy to follow
and they became part of the show as they journeyed with Chris
and Mary Claus down memory lane. The kids were very good and
an audience pleaser. Vida said this was one of the best group of
kids she has ever worked with. The quartets enhanced the overall
story as they wandered from scene to scene. The actors—Jim,
Marie, Gil, and Linda—told the story through their actions and
kept the audience interested. The music was a good blend of
holiday spirit, love connection, and good old standbys. Many of
our audience said they went away full of the holiday spirit and
ready for Christmas. The fact that the chorus stayed on the risers
and sang helped build the success of the music. They all seemed
to like what we were doing and many comments were about the
wonderful holiday theme in the show. We need to make sure we
learn from this as to how we satisfy what the audience wants.
They want “Christmas” in our show.

My partner, Carmen, did a great job in bringing the set alive
with great scenery and usage of props. He and his team really
got it together. As I have already indicated in my e-mail, you
all deserve a big THANK YOU for your part in the show. Don,

Lee, and the Music Team were right on in getting us ready to give
the best performance we could. Many great ideas. Several have
credited me with the writing and story line, but it was a joint effort
by the show team. We developed the story line at a brainstorm
session (Rusty, Don, Mark, George, Carmen) in late July,
choosing Santa and Mrs. Claus over Ralph and Alice Kramden as
our narrators. Don put down the song list on August 6, and Rusty
had the script to us on August 8. Of course, Sandy gave us some
fabulous costumes for the kids, Santas, and Mrs. Claus.

This was all part of a bigger plan to keep the show fairly simple
and understandable and, most of all, fun for the chorus and the
audience. I think we did that. The “Twelve Days of Christmas”
was a very big hit and Don and his Silent Knight box team
masterfully presented a fun package. Thank you Don for your
special effort even though stressed and, at times, in pain. You are
a special man.

The publicity followed the plan and was enhanced by Norm,
Lee, Jack, and a few others. Jim Lester and Mike Fordice
worked well to get our ads over budget and produce an outstanding
program book. All of this really helped drive the ticket sales along
with the record group sales and chorus involvement this year.
Sharon Cole was outstanding with the phone sales. Thanks Lee

(continued on next page)
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for the use. In addition, Desi and Regina came up with the great
concept of working with the Hunterdon Medical Center Foundation.
This provided an opportunity for them to raise some funds and help
strengthen the show’s publicity.

The total revenue for the show will be slightly higher than the
very successful Return of the Grinch in 2004, and will approach
the most profitable show Capital Christmas in 2007. Expenses for
both the Grinch and Capital Christmas were much higher than for
this show. Our audience numbers of around 750 are the best in some
time, but will not catch the 996 for Capital Christmas.

We received standing O’s at both shows for the fine effort by all
of you. Like our audience, I give you and the ladies in the lobby
and our wives and families, prolonged standing O’s for a job well
done. Thank you one and all and may you and your families have
a wonderful Christmas and Joyous New Year.

—Ron Newsom and Carmen Olivo

Marie Commerford as Mrs. Claus; Gil Lawley as Nick/young Santa;
and Jim Knight as Santa Claus.
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LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

by Rob Lucchesi

The BHS Mid-Atlantic District held its annual Leadership
Academy on Saturday, November 12, at the Morris Plains
Community Center in Morris Plains, NJ. The event was organized
by George “Oley” Olson, Northern Division Vice-President. As a
soon-to-be new member of our Hunterdon Harmonizer Board, I
found it to be a great opportunity to learn about the responsibilities
of my new position as 2012 Membership VP, and to jumpstart
planning for 2012. Also attending the academy from our chapter
was President Jim Lester.

Classes were offered for President, Secretary, Treasurer,
Music & Performance, Chapter Development, and Marketing &
PR. Among the instructors for these five courses were our own
Lee Roth (Marketing & PR), and Christian Hunter (Chapter
Development). Mark Bentley, who serves as a Chapter Counselor
for the Northern Division, also volunteered to help run the event.
Rounding out the faculty were Doug Brown (President) — a 28
year member, Walt Lane (Secretary) — a 19 year member, Steve
Stojowski (Treasurer) — a 13 year member, and Terry Reynolds
(Music & Performance) — a 28 year member.

Jim Lester reported that he found the sessions conducted by
Doug Brown to be very informative and full of ideas on how to
manage chapter activities and personnel.

I think the most important insight I gained from the day is that
increasing our membership takes the combined effort of every
member. Each person we know or meet in the course of a day gives
us an opportunity to introduce someone to the joy of singing as
part of a barbershop chorus. And this opportunity is no greater than
after a spectacular Harmonizer performance. This approach was
reinforced by many others in the Chapter Development session. So
as Lee Roth has often stated, “If it is to be, it is up to me.”
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PRES|DENT

hanks to the efforts of many, the 2011 holiday show was a great

performance and financial success. Many “carried their part”
very well and contributed well beyond the sound of their voices. For
the first time the afternoon audience attendance eclipsed the evening
performance. The “Twelve Days” concluding song and activity
put a smile on all faces and was an appropriate way of adding a
final dash of Christmas “spirit” to the occasion. We succeeded in
our goal as an entertainment chorus. Attendees were very vocal in
their positive reviews of the show as they filed from the building.
An exhausted crew of songsters and actors made their way to the
Afterglow, depleted from activity, but rewarded by the applause
and approbation of the audiences.

We now move toward the final performances of the year—the
library show and caroling at the Medical Center—before taking on
the challenges that confront us in 2012.

The new Board of Directors will be installed by George “Oley”
Olsen, Northern Division Vice President, at the Installation and
Recognition Dinner on Saturday, January 14, 2012. The dinner
will take place at the Beaver Brook Country Club in Annandale
beginning at 6 p.m. Invitations are in the mail. Check with me if you
need additional information. The cost for members who are 17 and
under will be covered by the chapter. The BOTY (Barbershopper
of the Year) award will be presented at this event.

Many thanks go to Greg Robinson for his work as Program
VP this year as he turns over the keys to Art Cole. Steve Sawin
also takes over for Lee Roth in the Music VP spot as Lee moves
to Marketing VP. Two other new members join the board as Rob
Lucchesi replaces Christian Hunter as Membership VP and Eric
Johnson replaces Desi Desvernine as Member-at-Large. Thanks
also to Christian and Desi for their contributions to the board.

Our first activity in the new year after the dinner will be Singing
Valentines which will be scheduled at various times on February
12, 13, and 14. The Music Committee under the direction of Steve
Sawin will be busy qualifying singers and putting together quartets.
Mike Fordice has ordered and will be making available new part
sequences of the two Polecats used for the Valentine outings.
George Schwerdt and Mark Bentley will be handling the quartet
qualifications.

A number of exciting new repertoire songs will be added in the
first part of the year. A Beach Boys’ Medley containing “Wouldn’t
It Be Nice,” “Barbara Ann,” “Surfer Girl,” “California Girls,”
“Fun-Fun-Fun,” and “I Get Around” will get us started. Also on

the front burner are “An American Trilogy,” “No Business Like
Show Business,” and “If I Had My Way.”

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Don Reckenbeil and his
family as he begins his battle against cancer. Don’s spirited lead-
ership has meant a great deal to the Harmonizers over the past
several years. We wish him a speedy recovery and look forward
to his return to the front of the chorus.

May your days be merry and bright! Wishing you and yours a
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

—Jim Lester

A UNIQUE WINTER PROJECT
OPPORTUNITY

e are working on our preparations for the New Year. Our

first fund raiser for 2012 is the Singing Valentine activity,
February 11, 12, 13 and 14. We need a “few good men” to start
working on the planning of the program. The Music Team
handles the audition process and qualifies quartets to go out.

However, others are needed to help with sales and pub-
licity, logging in orders, setting up the routes for the quartets,
and arranging for flower delivery. Check with Jim Lester or
Steve Sawin and help to warm many hearts over Valentines
weekend.
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Untamed at 50th Anniversary celebration of the library in Raritan.
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HOLIDAY SHOW PROMOTION 2011
by Lee Roth

Did you notice the quantity and quality of promotion and
advance publicity that our holiday show received this year? Did
you wonder how it happened? Did it just happen, or did someone
(if so, who) do something to make it happen? I can tell you that it
was not one thing, or one person, and it did not just happen.

It all started with a determination to really push early ticket
sales. The pricing called for a 25% discount on tickets bought
before the show. The show chairmen and the Board made that
early determination. The second step was the suggestion from Desi
Desvermine and his wife, Regina, that we adopt the Hunterdon
Medical Center as a beneficiary of some of the ticket sales. They,
and show chairman Ron Newsom, followed up with the Medical
Center Foundation. The Foundation was receptive, in fact enthusi-
astic, and the Board went along with the idea. The Medical Center is
amajor advertiser in local newspapers. They included a graphic and
information about the show in one of their newspaper inserts.

The next step was the design of a post card by Mike Fordice.
The Chamber of Commerce mailing list of all of their members
was acquired. Our own list was compiled by Jim Lester, Matt
Mathews, and Dave Holzwarth and Jim put out a mailing of the
card to all of the names on that enhanced list. We wanted people
to reserve the date and open the door for our guys to sell early
tickets.

Mike also changed the Chapter web site so that it prominently
featured the show on the home page and added a graphic for the
show at the top of the navigation menu. There is also an entire
web page for the show. We can measure the usefulness of the web
site in that there have been 48 direct ticket sales through the web.
Of course all of our press and Blog information gave people the
web address, illustrating how the various efforts work together to
support each other.

A flyer was put together by Mike. Copies were made available
and distributed to all of our members to share with their friends,
post at their place of employment, etc. It was also provided in
electronic form for wider and easy distribution.

Jack Gardner wrote a press release about the show. It was put
in a format that has been used for a number of years and Sharon
Cole saw to getting it into the hands of all of the publications that
serve our area. She sent it both physically through the post office
in our big red envelopes with a picture from a prior show, and in
electronic form. She then followed up with telephone calls to all
of the publications. It ran in several publications. These stories
included our web address and telephone number.

The Chamber of Commerce radio program people saw it and
called and connected with our web site to invite us to have a
spokesman appear as the featured guest to be interviewed on their
morning broadcast. That was done and our Holiday CD was made
available and three cuts from the CD were played on the air!.

Norman Diegnan, one of our new guys, a real find among
our members as a PR & Marketing guy, jumped into the process
and made contact with three different publications where he knew

"We have already been invited back for a Singing Valentine pro-
motion broadcast.

people through his business. He arranged for several events that
went beyond what we usually experience.

He arranged for a quartet of Ron Newsom, Pat Cerillo, Rusty
Williams, and Don Reckenbeil, to appear at the office of the
Hunterdon County Democrat to sing for a video camera and that
appearance appeared on the NJ.com web site.

He also arranged for an interview of three people, Rusty a long
time member, Rob Lucchesi a new member, and Don our director.
Those interviews, and the photos from a picture shoot at a rehearsal
that he also arranged, constituted a story in the Courier newspapers.
Of course that would not have been as interesting, or would not
have gotten the coverage, if most of the guys had not cooperated
and dressed in their elf outfits for the picture shoot.

Also Sandy Bonnell, who owns The Only Game in Town,
a costume shop, was there and dressed our actors and the
Harmonizer kids so they could add interest for the photo shoots.
Vida Allworthy, our choreographer, had the Harmonizer kids,
dressed in their wooden soldier outfits, organized to catch the eye
of the photographers to provide even more interest and expand the
coverage. Publications love kids.

Norman also arranged for a picture shoot by a Democrat pho-
tographer at another of our rehearsals. Again the guys cooperated
by dressing to make the photos interesting.

I had been blogging for the Review newspapers and posted at
least three entries, with photos, on the preparation for the show.
Norman suggested to them that they do a story about me, and of
course the show. The owners of the Review also own the Today in
Hunterdon publication. They had a freelance writer visit with me
and her story appeared on the front of that publication together
with a photo of me singing with my old quartet. They included an
information box with information about the show: place, times,
and how to get advance tickets, including our web address and
telephone number.

An additional number of post cards were made available to
our guys. I carried a few with me and handed them out to various
people at events I attended. I have given them to clients, to people
at Chamber of Commerce events, and at Bar Association events.
You will find a few in the waiting room of my doctor, for example.
A lot of our guys do so too. I saw them passed out at the Lions
Club holiday dinner where we entertained. One of our guys went
around and put one on every table.

I am not sure what else may have appeared from this effort by
so many. I know the newspapers read their fellow publications and
they do not want to be left out when a good story gets going. Much
of what we all have accomplished here may have really started
with Desi, Regina, and Ron making arrangements with the Medical
Center. I attended a program about getting publicity at which the
managing editor of the Democrat spoke. He said that local publica-
tions cannot resist giving coverage to an organization that is doing
something that benefits another local nonprofit organization such
as the Medical Center. Also it is much easier to get good coverage
because of the base of good will and coverage that we have built
up over the years.

We should continue this level of effort all next year to make
the Hunterdon Harmonizers even better known in the community.
Success in doing so will lead to better ticket sales, increased Singing
Valentines, and increases in our singing membership. It will also
make it easier to acquire sponsors as we go forward.
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BOARD

R Board Members Present for September 19: Jim Lester, Ron
I Newsom, Greg Robinson, Carmen Olivo, Desi Desvernine, Lee
Roth, Matt Matthew, Christian Hunter, Jack Gardner, Goose
F Stauffer, John Reimer, David Holzwarth; Board Members present
for October 17: Jim Lester, Ron Newsom, Greg Robinson, Lee
s Roth, Matt Matthew, David Holzwarth, Goose Stauffer

Treasurer s Report: M. Matthew provided a written narrative report
at each meeting. Over the two months addressed by the September and
October meetings, the total cash position decreased but with no unexpected
activities. District expenses were the major item.

Correspondence Items: Note thanking us for singing at Rolling
Thunder (from Lee Roth). Note regarding NJ Council of the Arts grant
(from Jim Lester)

Membership Dues Report: Overdue members: Gordon Braun,
Bob Burnet, Dave Corsetto, Chris Heitkamp, Dan Heitkamp, Nick
Heitkamp, Doug Lykes, Tom Mariano, Jim Siverly, Jay Steinberger,
Marty Vanderwall. Coming due soon are: Desi Desvernine, David
Hason, Kyle Lucchesi, Rob Lucchesi, George Rodney, Max Sabor,
Goose Stauffer

Membership: Christian Hunter (September) commended those
with a 90% attendance and above. He mentioned that we won’t be
using the contest send-off as a guest night. Norman Diegnan and Alan
Epstein were approved for membership. (October) Christian indicated
that should plan on updating the new member orientation packet and
brochure in 2012.

Music and Performance: Lee Roth led a discussion around whether
we should look at changing the criteria for auditioning potential new
members.

Program: (September). Greg Robinson is considering a pizza and
soda night on 110ct. Some board members expressed that a fun night
with instruments was a good idea and should be considered.

Marketing and Public Relations: Jack Gardner (September) printed
out our first press release for holiday show and has talked with the
hospital PR editor. The Holiday Show will be in the HMC newsletter.
An announcement will be in the Democrat and Jack will be sending
out more press releases. We will need pictures of characters in the
Holiday Show near the end of Oct. Jim Lester is getting the Chamber
of Commerce newsletter, which has membership that we can add to
the current mailing list. (October): Jack emailed a note to Jim with
updates, and reported that the PR draft for the Holiday Show had been
sent to Lee for review.

Financial Development: Ron Todd (October). We missed deadline
for submitting proposal for the County Grant. Because of a mix up
with our address, we have an extension to get it in as soon as possible.
Ron explained that the report is now written , and after review, he will
hand deliver it.

Members-At-Large: (September): Desi mentioned that the announce-
ments at the September Craft Fair referring to our partnership with
HMC and the Holiday Show sounded good. John Reimer discussed
upcoming plans. (September): John Reimer reported that the last Risers
meeting was on the 13" with a session with Stephanie Brictson. The
next meeting is on 03Nov. with a visit from Untamed talking about
how quartets are formed, etc.

OLD BUSINESS

Nominations committee: Steve Sawin reported that we have a full
slate. New officers, if possible, should attend the Leadership Academy
on 12Nov in Morristown. The slate will be presented at 27Sep meeting
and the following week. Elections will be at the 110ct meeting. The
new officers must be filed with the Society by 01Dec2011.

Leadership Academy: Rob Lucchesi will be going to the upcoming
Leadership Academy. Steve Sawin won’t be able to make it. Jim Lester
is considering going. Jim will talk to Erik Johnson to see if he wants to
go. Rich Cornelison may be interested in the marketing course.

Groupanizer: Carmen talked to people who are using it. The con-
sensus is that it is alright for distributing information but finding that
the voting feature is not helpful. Jim will continue to move forward
with it.

InTune: (October) Several articles were suggested: Lee regarding
Contest, Ron Newsom regarding the Holiday Show, Matt regarding
the Sing Out in Lambertville and John Reimer regarding the Risers
Meeting. It was also mentioned that we still need an editor/producer
for next year.

Storage facility clean up: (September)s scheduled for 08Oct.
(October) Five people showed up.

Craft Fair: Market Roost thanked us for bringing people downtown.
They suggested that we consider having another fair in the spring. Rich
Cornelison is thinking about it.

NEW BUSINESS

Use of PO Box address: It was mentioned that we should all be
using the PO Box for any correspondence regarding the Harmonizers.
This will avoid confusion when people use an old address that they’ve
had for a number of years.

Additional Performances: A motion to send an ensemble to Lion’s
club dinner was made, seconded and passed. Also the Clinton Guild
is looking for a group at Dickens’ Days. We discussed that maybe a
quartet can go for Dicken’s Days.

Top Gun Coaching Opportunity: Ron Black will be in the area in
Jan 2012. For a coaching session we only need to pay the coaching
fee. He is available on 06Jan (Fri) or 08Jan (Sun). We need to know
the cost. We may offer the opportunity to quartets but they need to pay
the fee. It’s probably a “no” for the chorus.

Chamber of Commerce: The Business and Home expo is on
110ct from 2 to 7 pm. Lee suggested that we attend and talk with the
businesses that have booths there. Jack suggested that we have a PR
packet.

Holiday Show Ad Book: Greg asked board to authorize a small ad in
our holiday show program book thanking some of our benefactors, and
also suggested that we give other chapters free ad space for their shows
if they do the same for us. The Board decided against this idea.

General: (September). It was discussed that we should keep meeting
portion at rehearsals shorter so that we can sing more. However, we also
need to prevent Don from going over his time. Another comment was
made about possibly shifting practice start time to 7:30 pm. (October).
Jim mentioned that we should review and revise if necessary our
by-laws for next year.

Lee mentioned that we should focus a little more time on setting
policies and future planning than we currently do during our board
meetings.

Respectfully submitted,
David Holzwarth, Secretary
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MEMORIAL FOR RICH CRONCE
by Matt Matthews

At the Memorial Service yesterday, I couldn’t help but notice
two very special people—I’d call them angels!—they are both
after all, tiny-tots!!

We can see Trevor Cronce filing for Barbershop Harmony
Society membership right away. According to Angie, he is as
gregarious as his father. Apparently, he goes to anybody—with a
ready smile . Even to strangers like Uncle Art! He definitely had a
rousing response to our singing. In the middle of our presentation
Angie brought him up to the front of the church so they could both
immerse themselves in the songs/music. I couldn’t hazard a look;
that moment was much too intense for me!

Not to be outdone, another star audience member was Dave
Hason’s daughter. She cheered us on with a gusty “yay!” after
every one of our songs. During Remix’s presentation she came up
to the front of the church with her “blankie,” settled down on the
steps (to the altar) and invited her mother to join her there! In what
was a very focused, retrospective, and somber session, this brought
a welcome smile and laughter into the space.

I thank God for both of those young ‘uns...

Remix at the memorial service.

THE BULLETIN CHANGES HANDS

inda and I advised the Board in August that we’d not

be able to continue with editing and publishing the
“In Tune” after December. That time has arrived. This
decision was made with regret, since it has been a real
pleasure to be a face and voice of this wonderful chapter
for 12 years.

In October, 1999, Linda took on the task of editing the
Hunterdon Harmonizers’ newsletter. It was a 2-page bul-
letin at that time, growing to 3 pages in January 2000, 5
pages by May, etc. (do you get the picture?). Contributions
from our leaders enabled the “In Tune” to continue
growing as a reporting, educational, motivational, and
fun part of our chapter. There was Society resistance to
accepting a lady as an “official” bulletin editor, but cooler
and wiser heads prevailed. The acceptance and recognition
of her work was confirmed when Linda was named the
Mid-Atlantic Bulletin Editor of the Year in 2006, and the
International Bulletin Editor of the year in 2008. During
this period, she also did a 4-year stint as the editor of the
District newsletter, the “Mid-1 Antics.”

Because of increasing family and work commitments,
it was necessary to drop the “Mid-1 Antics” job last year,
and now it is also necessary to pass on the “In Tune”
editorial/publication responsibility to a worthy successor
(yet to be named).

It has been a great honor to be of service to the
Hunterdon Harmonizers, and Linda and I offer our thanks
to all of the Harmonizers who have made this a wonderful
and fulfilling part of our lives.




In Tune... November/December 2011, page 7

EEEEEEEEEEE NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN N EEEEEEEEEEEN
u

. 72 HUNTERDON HARMONIZER SCHEDULE £~ .
L Make sure to confirm your commitment to performances (sign-up sheets at chapter meetings). =
u

™ Dec 20 Christmas Caroling Hunterdon Medical Center evening :
: Jan 14,2012 Installation Dinner :
= Feb 13-14 Singing Valentines u
: You can also check our calendar online at http://www.njharmonizers.org :
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2012 OFFICERS .
Hunterdon Harmonizer
President Secretary BOTY HONOREES
Jim Lester Dave Holzwarth
VP Financial Development Treasurer 1989
Ron Todd Matt Matthew RUSEY WALIAIIS ..o 1991
VP Marketing & PR Past President Rich KacvinsKi ............c.ocoooieviiioiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 1997
Lee Roth Ron Newsom Dennis MEKEVItE.............oooviiiiiieieieiinceieeeees e 1998
VP Membership Musical Director Ron ROth ..o 1999
Rob Lucchesi Don Reckenbeil LeeRoth.......ccooooiiiii e 2000-2001
VP Music & Performance Administrative Assistant gd thnkel l ......................................................................... gggg
Steve Sawin Sharon Cole l.C orn(‘e ISOIN. ..ottt e e eeneas
Mike FOrdice.........c.cccoooiimiiiniiniiiiiiiieeceniceeeeee e 2006
VP Program Members-at-Large LOUBAIE ..o 2007
Art Cole Erik Johnson George SChwerdt...............c..coovoveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e, 2008
Chorus Manager John Reimer ROD TOAA. ... 2009
Carmen Olivo Goose Stauffer RON NEWSOM......cc.oocoooeeoeesoesoesoeesoee e 2005-2010
2012 COMMITTEE CHAIRS
MUSIC Electronic Equipment & SHOWS AND CHORUS WELFARE FINANCIAL
Assistant Directors Il\‘/fi(f(::nifn(i Cll‘i/lcejm PERFORMANCES Badges/Health & Welfare DEVELOPMENT
Max Sabor o i Craft Show Rich Cornelison AND GRANTS
George Sphwerdt Music Librarians Rich Cornelison Uniforms Rich Cornelison
Rusty Williams glatt %\Adaghew Tony Weber Lou Barile Rich Kacvinski
Choreographer on 1o Greg Robinson Ron Todd
Vida Allworthy Chorus Contact Ted Maginnis CHORUS
Section Leader, Tenor Ron Newsom District Convention MERCHANDISE AUXILIARY
George Schwerdt Quartet Contact Open CDs Co-Chairpersons
Section Leader; Lead Ed Kunkel Picnic Rich Kacvinski Sharon Cole
Pat Cerillo Rich Kacvinski Cups, etc. Carol McKevitt
Joe DiPaolo (Assistant) Rusty Williams Dennis McKevitt Treasurer
Matt Matthew (Assistant) Singing Valentines Linda Kacvinski
Section Leader, Baritone Greg Robinson PROGRAMS
Mark Bent.ley ) Church Choir Relief (summer) Refreshments
Steve Sawin (Assistant) Jack Gardner Greg Robinson
Section Leader; Bass ADA Coordinator
Rusty Williams Ron Todd

Mike Fordice (Assistant)
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Barbershop Chorus
c/o Linda Williams, Editor

24 Toad Lane

Ringoes, NJ 08551



